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Imaginative research recognised in top science awards

Thousands of New Zealanders suffer from intestinal problems, and an AgResearch
scientist's dedication to finding better treatments made her a finalist in a prestigious
science awards programme.

Dr Rachel Anderson (Foundation for Research,
Science & Technology Postdoctoral Fellow) was last
month a finalist in the MacDiarmid Young Scientists
of the Year Awards, presented annually by the
Foundation for Research, Science & Technology.

Although Rachel did not win an award, she was

one of the 20 finalists chosen from a record

146 entries from post-graduate students at the

country's universities, Crown Research Institutes
and specialist research organisations.

Rachel's research is focused on an understanding
of the human intestinal barrier, which has a surface
area of around 400m2 — about the size of a tennis
court. Through this understanding, Rachel hopes to
find methods of strengthening the barrier in people
with chronic intestinal disease, to reduce or prevent
symptoms of illness.

This year's NZ Schools Visual Arts Charitable Trust Photographic Competition, in
which a category was devoted to AgResearch, saw a record number of entries.

The competition attracted more than 1700 This AgResearch section received 159 entries Anita King (11) from St Josephs College

entries. A special AgResearch Science of from 44 schools. Catholic School, Opotiki in the Intermediate
Farming section this year replaced the The winners of the AgResearch section were: School section;

photographic competition AgResearch ran in Nathan Marigold (11) from Waihi Central in the Lydia Arnold (17) from Waikato Diocesan in the

previous years. Primary School section; High School section.




